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THE BOOK A field guide to the spirit and endeavours of Edwardian mountaineer Freda Du Faur 
(1882–1935), the first woman to summit Aoraki Mount Cook, the highest peak in the 
Southern Alps of Aotearoa New Zealand. Through flights of verse, pages of concrete 
visual poetry, and fragments of archival materials, this new collection is glistening with 
newness on every page.

THE AUTHOR Alison Glenny’s Antarctic-themed collection of prose poems and fragments, The Farewell 
Tourist, won the Kathleen Gratton award for poetry and was published by Otago 
University Press in 2018. In 2019 she was an Ursula Bethell writer in residence at the 
University of Canterbury. She lives on the Kāpiti Coast.

Compound Press was founded in 2012 after hours in the print room of an unnamed 
law firm with appropriated materials. Today we print and bind the books in our own 
workshop in Auckland, New Zealand, and maintain a particular though non-exclusive 
commitment to poetry of the Pacific Region while sea-levels still permit.
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CATEGORY Poetry, New Zealand, Experimental, Collage, LGBT

PRAISE A deeply civilisational poetics ... Glenny is a marvellous and challenging Antipodean 
experimentalist.

 
—A.J. Carruthers 

This is poetry that knows the power of form—of ordering, arrangement, selection.

—Jake Arthur

Climbing becomes poetry, and poetry a way of climbing up and out of the past.

—Laura Williamson


