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‘Tidelines 
is mesmerising, evocative and 
beautifully wrought. These 
poems illuminate existence and 
erasure on the edge of precipices, 

fragility and courage within 
personal turmoil, the intersection 
of realms on a jagged coastline.’  

— Serie Barford  

Tidelines interweaves the poet’s own life with the 
tragic story of Hinerangi, who lived at Karekare in 

the distant past. These are poems of Auckland’s 
west coast, reflecting the steady rhythms of daily 

existence, alongside grief, mental unwellness, 
disintegration and resolution.     
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In Tidelines, gulls and kawau of the Laingholm 
shoreline meet ancient tu puna returned, while tidal 
patterns, storms, the shelter of pu riri, a visiting 
duck and a ruru charged with the task of messenger 
bird populate the pages. The poems of this short but 
carefully crafted collection also evoke te wa hi  
ngaro, the world beyond. 


